
Whitney Field
Advanced Academics 

Coach
Swanson  Middle School

This session will begin 

promptly at 6:30 p.m. 



Questions during the 
presentation?

Please email me, scan the 
QR code below, or use the 
bitly displayed on the right 
side of the screen. 
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Email: 
whitney.field@apsva.us

https://bit.ly/AATDquestions

Enter QR 
code to your 
form here

#
#
#
#
mailto:whitney.field@apsva.us
https://bit.ly/AATDquestions
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Objectives:
● Provide an overview 

of advanced 
academics at 
Swanson Middle 
School.

● Explain the role of 
the Advanced 
Academics Coach 
(AAC) within a 
Professional 
Learning 
Community (PLC)

#
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#
#


PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING 

COMMUNITIES 



1 What is it we expect our 
students to learn?

2 How will we know when 
they have learned it?

3 How will we provide time 
and support when they 
don’t learn it?

4 How will we extend 
learning when they 
already know it or learn 
it quickly?

PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING 

COMMUNITIES 

FRI
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NDFour Key Questions Focus 
Us on Learning-
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“Differentiation is simply a teacher 
attending to the learning needs of a 
particular student or small groups of 
students, rather than teaching a class as 
though all individuals in it are basically 
alike.”  -Carol Ann Tomlinson

● Content:  What is to be 
learned

● Process:  How students 
acquire information

● Product: How students 
demonstrate learning

● Learning Environment:  Where 
and with whom students 
learn

#
#
#
#


GIFTED SERVICES IN 
6-8 CLASSROOMS
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The National Association for Gifted 
Children (NAGC)  Recommends…

● Schools should have access to 
curricular resources designed for 
advanced learners

● Systematic and substantial 
professional development for all 
teachers

● Resource specialist who can 
support the classroom teacher.

#
#


Intensified Courses at SMS
APS offers open enrollment intensified courses in grades 6–8 to support advanced learners through enriched, rigorous 
instruction in English, science, and social studies. These courses are:

> Designed for Depth, Not Acceleration: Content is grade-level appropriate but explored more deeply.
> Open to All Learners: No prerequisites; students may opt in each school year.
> Supported by the AATD Office & School-based AACs: Curriculum includes Critical & Creative Thinking strategies, 

Project Zero Thinking Routines, and other resources for rigor.
> Delivered by Trained Teachers: Teachers are responsible for…

- Delivering comprehensive services for advanced learners
- Using the advanced strategies that are embedded in the curriculum
- Engaging in ongoing coaching, professional learning, and support from the Advanced Academics Coach 

(AAC)
Grade-Level Offerings:

> 6th Grade: English, Science, U.S. History
> 7th Grade: English, Science, Civics
> 8th Grade: English, Science

- World Geography is offered as a high school credit course

Please Note: Math courses are not part of the opt-in intensified program. Math placement is determined separately. For 
questions, contact Swanson’s Math Coach, Laura Partridge at laura.partridge@apsva.us. 

mailto:laura.partridge@apsva.us
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Advanced Academics at 
Swanson Middle School ● Access more 

information at the 
SMS Advanced 
Academics Website 
using the QR Code 
below.. 
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● Collaborate with teachers to plan 
and/or implement advanced content

● Utilize collaborative teaching 
methods to support infusion of 
curriculum written for gifted learners 

● Coach teachers on strategies to 
build capacity of teachers to 
replicate similar lessons in the future

● Provide support for differentiating 
instruction

● Work with teachers to find and 
nurture historically underrepresented 
populations within gifted education

CLASSROOM SUPPORT 
GRADES 6-8



I will hold a session 
about the screening and 
identification process 
for gifted identification 
in January/February.  

Screening and 
Identification 

Information Session



■ APS screens entire 
school population by…
■ Universal Screeners
■ Academic Performance
■ Student Conferences
■ Growth Portfolios
■ Products / Process

■ Referrals can be made 
by teachers, parents, 
community leaders, 
and students

Screening and 
Identification 

Information Session



Screening Timeline

Fall & Winter Parent Information Meeting
Fall - Services, Winter- Identification

AAC

November Universal Screeners
(for 9th graders without an abilities score)

Testing Coordinator, AAC

Ongoing Communication to parent 
Collection of student work

AAC, classroom teachers, 
specialists 

Ongoing Communication to staff on process AAC

Ongoing Collection of Data: draft Gifted Behavior Commentary 
(GBC), work samples

AAC, classroom teachers, 
specialists

Ongoing Identification Meetings:  Review of data, work samples, 
parent/guardian information, and completion of school GBC

School team: administrator, 
teacher, AAC, specialists, 
counselor (etc)

Within 10 days 
of Committee 
Decision 

Appeals
Level 1 and Level 2

Level 1:  Principal
Level 2:  County wide



       COMMUNICATION
● Parent Information Sessions 

(Fall & Spring)

● Swanson Middle School 
Advanced Academics 
Services Website 

WK
ND

● Schedule a time to chat 
with me! Please feel free 
to reach out via email.  I 
will then follow up so we 
can find a time to connect. 
whitney.field@apsva.us. 

https://swanson.apsva.us/departments/gifted-services/
https://swanson.apsva.us/departments/gifted-services/
https://swanson.apsva.us/departments/gifted-services/
mailto:whitney.field@apsva.us


Getting Connected: APS 
Advanced Academics
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■ APS Advanced 
Academics Website 
www.apsva.us/gifte
dservices

■ @aps_advanced_
academics

http://www.apsva.us/giftedservices
http://www.apsva.us/giftedservices


Contact Information Cheryl McCullough, Director 
Advanced Academics and 
Talent Development Office

Email:
cheryl.mccullough@apsva.us

Phone: 703-228-6159

Katie Madigan, Supervisor 
Advanced Academics and 
Talent Development Office

Email: katie.madigan@apsva.us 

Phone: 703-228-6085

mailto:cheryl.mccullough@apsva.us
mailto:katie.madigan@apsva.us


Parent Advisory 
Committee for Advanced 

Academics
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Arlington Public School’s 
Parent Advocacy Group 
Part of Advisory Council on 
Teaching and Learning 

Meets Monthly from 
7:00-8:30

If you are interested in 
serving on this committee 

and/or attending a meeting, 
please contact the chairs-  

John Schaus & Mary 
Wierzbicki



PARENT 
RESOURCES

■ National Association 
for the Gifted 

http://nagc.org 

■ Supporting Emotional 
Needs of the Gifted 

http://sengifted.org

■ Virginia Association 
for the Gifted 

http://www.vagifted.org

http://nagc.org
http://sengifted.org/
http://www.vagifted.org/


Questions?
For specific questions about 
your child, please email me at 
whitney.field@apsva.us, use 
the QR code, or bit.ly.
https://bit.ly/AATDquestions 
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code to your 
form here

For general questions, 
please use the “raise 
hand” feature  

and unmute 

when you are called 
on. 

mailto:whitney.field@apsva.us
https://bit.ly/AATDquestions
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