COVENTRY CATHEDRAL IN ENGLAND HAS POSTED THE FOLLOWING
WELCOME SIGN ON ITS DOORS:

"W e extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, widowed, gay, confused,
filthy rich, comfortable or dirt poor.

"W e extend a special welcome to wailing babies and excitable toddlers.

"W e welcome you whether you can sing like Pavarotti or just growl quietly to yourself.

"Y ou're welcome here if you're 'just browsing', just woken up or just got out of prison.

"W e don't care if you're more Christian than the Archbishop of Canterbury, or haven't been to church
since Christmas ten years ago."

"W e extend a warm welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are
growing up too fast.

" e welcome keep-fit mums, football dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians,
junk-food eaters.

"W e welcome those who are in recovery and those who are still addicted.
"W e welcome you if you're having problems, are down in the dumps or don't like organised religion."

"W e offer a welcome to those who think the Earth is flat, work too hard, don't work, can't spell or are
here because granny is visiting and wanted to come to the Cathedral.
"W e welcome those who are inked, pierced, both or neither.

"W e offer a special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down their
throats as kids or got lost in the city centre and wound up here by mistake.

"W e welcome pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters... and YOU!"

In these times of uncertainty, doubt and worry, wouldn't it be great if we posted a similarly welcoming sign
on Swanson's front door? Our students and staff need to know that we want, love, respect and admire
them just the way they are. They need to feel certain that they will be safe and celebrated when they walk
in our doors and that they can expect to be challenged, supported, and encouraged during their tenure as
Swanson Admirals. By posting such a sign on its front doors, Coventry Cathedral declares its intention to
take in anyone who shows up and lift up their talents and treasures. We can do the same for our students
and staff by keeping kindness and compassion at the forefront; by modeling tolerance and thinking before
we speak (or type) in anger; by recognizing that we walk this one, precious life together and that we are all
Swanson Admirals - connected to one another, our community and the world.

- Bridget Loft, Principal
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8™ GRADE PROMOTION

We will once again hold our promotion ceremony at
Swanson on Thursday, June 22, 2017. We will be issuing
tickets to our eighth grade families to create as
comfortable and safe a promotion ceremony as possible.
In early June we will be distributing two tickets to each
eighth grader through their STAR teachers so that our
students’ loved ones can view the ceremony in the
gymnasium. In achange over previous practices, tickets
to view the ceremony in the auditorium on a live video
feed will be made available on a first come, first served
basis, while supplies last during the Kings Dominion
pickup time on the evening of Tuesday, June 20, 2017.
In order to ensure a safe, comfortable experience for all of
our eighth graders and their loved ones, no one will be
admitted to the gym or the auditorium for the promotion
ceremony without a ticket.

- Meghan Henning, Assistant Principal

February 3 - No School

February g - Rising 7" & 8" Grade Course Information
Night

February 10 — Summer Activities Fair
February 14 — PTA Meeting

February 20 — No School
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Special Education Cycle
The Eligibility Process for Your Child to Become Eligible to Receive Special Education Services

“Before your child can become eligible to receive special education services, the school is required by law

to determine your child's specific needs. The school determines these needs through a process consisting

of many steps, often termed the "Special Education Cycle." When viewed as an ongoing cycle with several
steps along the way, the special education process is easier to understand.”

What are the next steps once my child has been referred to a Student Study Committee? The Third step
of the Special Education cycle: Evaluation for Special Education.

Please read future issues that will detail the step-by-step process for determining eligibility. You can also view
this information in full on the APS Special Education website: https://www.apsva.us/student-services-special-
education/special-education-office-of/

Evaluation for Special Education

What/Who:|After the Student Study Committee's recommendation for evaluation is made and you have
given written parental permission for testing to begin, a team of teachers and specialists
evaluates your child through tests, observations, and screenings. These evaluations include:

Classroom Observation of academic performance in a classroom by a member of
Observation: |[the evaluation team other than the student's teacher.

A written report by a qualified evaluator describing current educational
Educational: [performance and identifying strengths and weaknesses in academic
skills.

A written report from a qualified psychologist based on the use of a
battery of appropriate instruments which include individual intelligence
test(s) and psychoeducational tests. Also, when appropriate, a clinical
Psychological:|/psychiatric evaluation is included. An Arlington Public Schools test
battery includes projective testing for students suspected of having
serious emotional problems. For students suspected of having mental
retardation, adaptive behavior will be assessed.

A written report from a qualified visiting teacher or school social worker
based on information collected through social appraisal instruments,
which includes background and social/adaptive behaviorin home,
school, and community.

Sociocultural:

Other May include evaluations for speech-language therapy, occupational
Evaluations [therapy, physical therapy, adaptive physical education, medical and
As Necessary: |vision and hearing screening.

All parts of the evaluation must be completed so that the Eligibility Committee can meet within
65 administrative working days of receiving the referral Student Study Committee
recommended evaluating your child for consideration for eligibility for special education
services.

What The Eligibility Committee meets.

Happens
Next:
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What are the next steps once my child has been tested as determined by the Eligibility
Committee? Eligibility Committee Meeting

Eligibility Committee Meeting

What: When the formal evaluations of your child are completed, an Eligibility Committee
meets to determine if he/she has a disability, as defined by IDEA, and requires special
education and related services. The committee may also determine that your child is
not eligible for special education services and that his/her learning needs can be met
within his/her current educational program.

The Eligibility Committee usually includes the professional staff who tested your child
as well as a Special Education Coordinator who represents the Director Special
Education. You are invited in writing to attend this meeting and should plan to attend.
To prepare for the Eligibility Committee meeting, you may request and review a copy
of the evaluation reports, listing your questions and noting information about your
child that may be helpful to the committee.

When: Within 65 administrative working days (of receipt of referral) Student Study
Committee's decision to evaluate for special education

What The IEP Team develops an "Individualized Education Program."
Happens
Next:
What You will receive a copy of the "Minutes of the Eligibility Committee Meeting" which
documents|summarize the findings of the committee.

should |
keep?

Please look for highlights of topics related to special education services in future issues. You can also view
this information on the APS Special Education website: https://www.apsva.us/student-services-special-
education/special-education-office-of/

- Shannan Ellis, Assistant Principal
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Did you know Swanson students have access to books in all of the Arlington County Public
Schools? All students have to do is ask a librarian to borrow the book from another school, and it
usually arrives in the county mail in about 3 days. If books are only available at high schools, we
ask parent permission first. Having this many books at our fingertips means we do have a book
for each student.

We also have over 3,500 eBooks and eAudiobooks for students to read on their iPads or other
electronic devices. The librarians are always available to help students use the Apps to access the
eBooks and Audiobooks. You can use this chart to help your child checkout eBooks and
Audiobooks while away from school.

eBookTips for Families

Downloading the App Using the App

DestinyQuest Search for print and eBooks
Check your child’s account, by clicking
@ on account on the lower left side.
. URL: Place holds on print books that are

“apsva.follettdestiny.com” currently checked out.

. Sign in with your child’s ID number
and password

. Check “Remember me on this
device”

Destiny Discover Check-out and download eBooks
o Read eBooks.
. Allow the app to run . Check-out and download audiobooks
its updates Listen to audiobooks.
. Location: Virginia Place holds on eBooks that are
. School: Swanson Middle School currently checked out.
. Sign in with your child’s ID number Place holds on audiobooks that are

and password currently checked out.

. Check “Remember me on this
device”

) Check-out and download eBooks
L/ \a Read eBooks.
MackinVIA MackinVIA Check-out and download audiobooks

1. School: Swanson Middle School Listen to audiobooks.

2. Wait for it to refresh! Click Login. Place holds on eBooks that are

3. Sign in with your child’s ID number currently checked O.Ut'
Place holds on audiobooks that are
and password

currently checked out.

All apps have a web version. The three apps listed above are the only eBook apps supported by the Swanson Library Staff.

Do you want more help? Ask Swanson’s Librarians

amy.hailey@apsva.us or tamara.metz@apsva.us
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CONTINENTAL MATH LEAGUE CONTEST

The third Continental Math League contest of the school year took place on January 3rd. The
Swanson 6" grades continued their perfect team score, while the 7" and 8" graders have just one
lost team point. Individual students also continued to excel. It's a challenge to achieve even one
perfect score, but after three contests, there are 3 students who still have an overall perfect score
of 18:

6" graders: Madison Goeke, Luke Mucchetti, and Miles Porto

In addition, there are 8 students who have only missed one point for the three contests.
Cumulative Scores of 17:

6" graders: Natalie Cecil and Rose Haron

7th graders: Nick Moir, Irene Williams, and Owen Williams

gth graders: Braxton Breed, Joel Brown, and Deirdre Liddle

In addition to many of the students above, the following students also scored a 6 on the third
contest:

6" graders: Evelyne Breed and Jacob Davidson

7th graders: Henry Bedell, Sonia Friemel, Kieran Hizon, and Paul Wisner

8" graders: Casey Bloome, Carson Brantley, Allison Craig, Matthew Kress, James Licato, Andrew
Murray, Daniel Nadel, Alissa Rivero, Luella Wallander, and Samuel Youkeles

The next contest was held in early February and will be reported in the March Anchor.

- Laura Partridge, Math Coach
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PTA
Executive
Committee

Madelon Brennan — President

residentswansonta.or

Zoe O’Neil — Vice President
vp@swansonpta.org

Poppy McDonald — Secretary
secretary@swansonpta.org

Anne Henrich — Treasurer
treasurer@swansonpta.or

Carri Berenson — Fundraising

fundraising@swansonpta.org

If you are interested in
volunteering for a specific event
or would like more information
on how to be involved, contact
Carri Berenson

at volunteer@swansonpta.org

PTA GRANTS UPDATE

This fall the Swanson PTA awarded nearly $14,000.00 in
grants to our teachers and staff members, a record high.
Thanks to all who contributed to the No-Pain fundraiser and
other events, the PTA was able to fund over fifty projects,
which was also a record. Grants are being used to support
new wireless body microphones for chorus and drama,
author visits, classroom libraries for all three grades, and
much more.

The PTA Educational Grants provide direct financial support
for Swanson’s teachers and staff. Teachers apply for these
grants, which recognize innovative and creative teaching
practices that enhance students’ learning experiences. A
PTA Committee reviews applications and determines which
projects will be funded.

@ WASHINGTON-LEE

- The Washington-Lee Crew Team is selling mulch for the
next month (orders must be received by February 24th). This
is the team’s largest fundraiser to raise funds for its
equipment that is not funded through APSVA, e.g., boats,
oars. The rowers will deliver the mulch to your door on
March 4, and 40% of the mulch purchase is tax deductible;
100% of donations are deductible. The rowers will be selling
door-to-door, but you may also order online at
https://www.fund-wlcrew.com. If you have any questions,
please contact our Mulch Madness Coordinator Ken
Rothaermel at kenneth.rothaermel@gmail.com. Go W-L
Crew!

- Advance Reserved Tickets for Pippin (2, 3, and 4 February)
may be purchased through the W-L Theater Boosters Web
site at wltheater.com. Advance Reserved Tickets cost $10 + a
$2 fee, and you will print out and bring your tickets with

you. You'll be able to pick the seats you want through the
online website. General Admission Tickets may be
purchased at the door for $15. Thank you for supporting
Washington-Lee Theater, and we'll see you at Pippin!
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Gescccnscsnsscnn

An Arts and Crafts Show

APRIL 1, 2017

Planning is well underway for one of our biggest events of the year - Handmade Arlington 2017.
Swanson’s HA is becoming one of the top arts and crafts shows and has wonderful items for
everyone.

This year, we are looking for sponsors to support the event. Do you own a local business? Then
you should take advantage of this unique opportunity to promote your business to more than
2,000 Northern Virginia families by sponsoring HANDMADE ARLINGTON 2017. Get more details
from our HA Sponsorship Information page. For additional information or if you are interested in
volunteering to support this amazing event, please contact Leslie Saenz at

HAShow @HANDMADEARLINGTON.com.

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

Admiral Sponsorship Package
$1,000

Recognition as Admiral level with sponsor’s logo linked to sponsors’ website
on HANDMADE ARLINGTON website: www.handmadearlington.com
Recognition on all HANDMADE ARLINGTON social media sites
Logo printed as Admiral level sponsor on prominent sponsor signage at
HANDMADE ARLINGTON 2017
Logo printed on HANDMADE ARLINGTON shopping bags
Ability to place one (1) sponsor item in HANDMADE ARLINGTON shopping
bags

Mariner Sponsorship Package
$500
Recognition as Mariner level with sponsor’s logo linked to sponsor’s website
on HANDMADE ARLINGTON website
Recognition on all HANDMADE ARLINGTON social media sites
Logo printed as Mariner level sponsor on prominent sponsor signage at
HANDMADE ARLINGTON 2017

Seven Seas Sponsorship Package
$250
Recognition as Seven Seas level with sponsor’s logo linked to sponsor’s
website on HANDMADE ARLINGTON website
Recognition on all HANDMADE ARLINGTON social media sites

* Sponsorship is tax-deductible.

Please contact HAShow@HANDMADEARLINGTON.com to sponsor
HA2017.

The Swanson Anchor is a monthly newsletter for the Swanson community. The content for The Swanson Anchor is
provided by Swanson teachers, staff, and the Swanson PTA. If you have questions or comments, or would like to see
something included, please feel free to reach out to Gillyn Croog at: mailto:gillyn.croog@gmail.com.
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