September 12, 2017
Dear Parent/Guardian:

Your child has chosen to participate in the Teen Advisory Board (TAB), a book discussion group sponsored by Arlington County Public Library and Arlington Public Schools.  Students in TAB read, review, and discuss books that have recently been published.  Many of the books are nominations for the “Best Books for Young Adults,” an annual compilation on which middle school and high school librarians from around the country vote. We will meet two Thursdays a month during lunch in the library.  The dates are: October 5, October 19, November 9, November 30, December 7, December 21, January 4, January 18, February 1, February 15, March 1, March 15, April 5, and April 19. The all TAB party will be held after school on Thursday, May 3 from 2:24 until 3:30.
Because of the range in maturity level of the “Best Books” list, and because of the range of reading levels found in middle schools between younger and older students, not every book at TAB will appeal to every child.  We have found that by and large children are very good self-selectors, and will not take a book that makes them uncomfortable or is too difficult.  However, once in a while a child may take a book that proves to be upsetting, or to which you as a parent object.  In such a case, you could ask your child to return the book.  Since the reading for this group is completely voluntary and we do not assign books, any child is free to read or not read what he/she chooses.  The TAB books are kept on a separate shelf in the school library, and students have access to them whenever the library is open.  Therefore, TAB students need not wait until the next meeting to exchange a book.

We think that the TAB experience is a positive one, introducing young people to many excellent books and allowing them to develop reading and thinking skills.  We hope that your child finds participation in TAB an enjoyable and rewarding experience.  Please feel free to call us with questions, concerns, or comments.

Sincerely,

Swanson TAB sponsors:

Amy Hailey, Library Media Specialist, Swanson Middle School
Tammy Metz, Library Media Specialist, Swanson Middle School

Pat Loverich, Youth Services Technology & Maker Librarian, Arlington Public Library
