
Ghost by Jason Reynolds 

Aspiring to be the fastest sprinter on his elite middle school's 
track team, gifted runner Ghost finds his goal challenged by a 
tragic past with a violent father. 

 

 

Peas and Carrots by Tanita S. Davis 

After her mother is arrested, fifteen-year-old Dess is sent to live 

with the foster family that took in her baby brother several years 

before, and although she and her new foster sister, Hope, clash 

immediately, they soon realize they have much in common.  

 

Fuzzy by Tom Angleberger and Paul Dellinger 

When Max (Maxine Zealster) befriends her new robot classmate 
Fuzzy, she helps him navigate Vanguard Middle School and 
together they reveal the truth behind the Robot Integration 
Program. 

 

 

It Ain’t So Awful, Falafel by Firoozeh Dumas 

Zomorod is eleven and originally from Iran, but please, call her 

Cindy. From a New York Times bestselling memoirist, a 

humorous, voice-driven debut novel about growing up Iranian in 

Southern California during the Iranian Revolution and hostage 

crisis of the late 1970s. 

 

Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk 

Twelve-year-old Annabelle must learn to stand up for what's 

right in the face of a manipulative and violent new bully who 

targets people Annabelle cares about, including a homeless 

World War I veteran. 

Jedi Academy: A New Class by Jarrett Krosoczka 

Victor will have to make new friends, get on his sister's good 

side, learn to use the force, and hope the year's drama club 

performance ("Wookie Side Story"? "Annie Get Your 

Lightsaber"?) goes off without a hitch!  

 

The Boy at the Top of the Mountain by John Boyne 

When Pierrot becomes an orphan, he must leave his home in 

Paris for a new life with his Aunt Beatrix, a servant in a wealthy 

household at the top of the German mountains. But this is no 

ordinary time, for it is 1935 and the Second World War is fast 

approaching; and this is no ordinary house, for this is the 

Berghof, the home of Adolf Hitler.  

 

Lily and Dunkin by Donna Gephart 

Lily Jo McGrother, born Timothy McGrother, is a girl. But being a 

girl is not so easy when you look like a boy. Dunkin Dorfman, 

birth name Norbert Dorfman, is dealing with bipolar disorder and 

has just moved from the New Jersey town he’s called home for 

the past thirteen years. This would be hard enough, but the fact 

that he is also hiding from a painful secret makes it even worse.   

 

Ms. Bixby’s Last Day by John David Anderson 

Loving their gifted teacher, three boys are dismayed when the 
teacher falls ill and leaves for the rest of the school year, a 
situation that compels them to share their stories while cutting 
class and journeying across town together on a fateful day. 

 

The Trials of Apollo by Rick Riordan 

After angering his father Zeus, the god Apollo is cast down from 

Olympus. He must learn to survive in the modern world until he 

can somehow find a way to regain Zeus's favor. 
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The Flip Side by Shawn Johnson 

An elite teenaged gymnast with Olympic dreams finds it hard to 

train when a irresistible guy comes along and threatens to throw 

her whole world off balance.  

 

 

 

P.S. I Like You by Kasie West 

Every day in chemistry class, high school student and aspiring 

songwriter Lily Abbott is finding notes left to her by a mystery boy, 

love letters really, and she hopes they're from Lucas, a boy she's 

attracted to--so when she finds out they're really from Cade 

Jennings, an arrogant student whom she has previously despised, 

she's shocked and unsure about how to respond. 

 

Lumberjanes, Vol. 3: A Terrible Plan by Stevenson, Ellis, Watters 

and Allen 

The girls have a lot more to worry about than crazy creatures and 

supernatural events...they have FIELD DAY. It's a competition 

between the Lumberjanes and the Genteel boy camp next door 

that's going to be filled with surprises!  

 

Lumberjanes, Vol. 4: Out of Time by Stevenson, Ellis, and Watters 

and Allen 

Jen just wants to have a normal lesson with her cabin, teaching Jo, 

April, Mal, Molly, and Ripley the basic survival skills needed 

without any supernatural intervention when a blizzard hits camp! 

Separated from her girls, Jen finds herself in more trouble than 

ever...until a mysterious stranger swoops in to save the day.   

The Passion of Dolssa by Julia Berry 

In mid-thirteenth century Provence, Dolssa de Stigata is a fervently 

religious girl who feels the call to preach, condemned by the 

Inquisition as an "unnatural woman," and hunted by the Dominican 

Friar Lucien who fears a resurgence of the Albigensian heresy. 

  

We Will Not Be Silent: The White Rose Student Resistance 

Movement… by Russell Freedman 

Newbery medalist and nonfiction master Russell Freedman 

recounts the true story of the White Rose, a group of students in 

Nazi Germany who were active undercover agents of the resistance 

movement against Hitler and his regime.  

 

Tales of the Peculiar by Ransom Riggs 

Wealthy cannibals who dine on the discarded limbs of peculiars. A 

fork-tongued princess. These are but a few of the truly brilliant 

stories in Tales of the Peculiar—the collection of fairy tales known 

to hide information about the peculiar world, including clues to the 

locations of time loops—first introduced by Ransom Riggs in his #1 

bestselling Miss Peregrine’s Peculiar Children series.  

 

Shadow Magic by Joshua Khan 

Thorn, a boy sold into slavery who must serve the royalty of Castle 

Gloom for a year and a day to earn his freedom, and Lilith Shadow, 

the 13-year-old ruler of Gehenna, who is forbidden to practice the 

magic that is her heritage, join forces to solve the murders taking 

place in Gehenna. 

 

Pax by Sara Pennypacker 

After being forced to give up his pet fox Pax, a young boy named 

Peter decides to leave home and get his best friend back. 
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Unplugged by Donna Freitas 

Humanity is split into the App World and the Real World—an 

extravagant virtual world for the wealthy and a dying physical 

world for the poor. Years ago, Skylar Cruz’s family sent her to the 

App World for a chance at a better life. Now Skye is a nobody, a 

virtual sixteen-year-old girl without any glamorous effects or 

expensive downloads to make her stand out in the App World.  

 

Not As We Know It by Tom Avery 

Can a mysterious sea creature save eleven-year-old Jamie's very 
sick twin brother? 

 

Framed! A T.O.A.S.T. Mystery by James Ponti 

So you’re only halfway through your homework and the Director 

of the FBI keeps texting you for help…What do you do? Save your 

grade? Or save the country? If you’re Florian Bates, you figure out 

a way to do both.  

 

 

As Brave As You by Jason Reynolds 

When Genie and his older brother spend their summer in the 

country with their grandparents, he learns a secret about his 

grandfather and what it means to be brave.  

 

The Seventh Wish by Kate Messner 

Charlie feels like she's always coming in last. From her Mom's new 

job to her sister's life at college, everything seems more important 

than Charlie. Then one day while ice fishing, Charlie makes a 

discovery that will change everything . . . in the form of a floppy 

fish offering to grant a wish in exchange for freedom.   

Compass South by Hope Larson 

After escaping the Black Hook Gang in 1860 New York City, 

twelve-year-old twins Alexander and Cleopatra flee to New 

Orleans, become separated, and try to find each other in San 

Francisco, while being followed by pirates who think they hold 

the key to treasure.  

 

My Life With the Liars by Caela Carter 

Behind the white-washed walls of the compound, life was 

simple. Follow the rules, "live in the light," and all would be well. 

But on the outside, things are different. There are colors and toys 

and food. There are liars and darkness. And twelve-year-old 

Zylynn now faces a difficult decision--to stay here with the 

enemy or find her way back to the light. And neither may be 

what it seems. 

 

The Key to Extraordinary by Natalie Lloyd 

Twelve-year old orphan Emma Casey lives by a haunted 

graveyard in her Tennessee town, giving tours, and helping her 

brother and Granny Blue with the family bakery, and waiting for 

the destiny dream of her ancestors--but when it comes it shows 

her only a key, and she finds that she must solve a ghostly 

mystery that has haunted her town for generations. 

 

Lucky Strikes by Louis Bayard 

Set in Depression Era Virginia, this is the story of orphaned 
Amelia and her struggle to keep her siblings together. 

 

Mayday by Karen Harrington 

Twelve-year-old Wayne Kovok loses his uncle to war and his 

voice to a plane crash in the same year and must learn to speak 

up as he navigates relationships with his father, grandfather, and 
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Free Verse by Sarah Dooley 

When her brother dies in a fire, Sasha Harless has no one left, 

and nowhere to turn. After her father died in the mines and 

her mother ran off, he was her last caretaker. They’d always 

dreamed of leaving Caboose, West Virginia together 

someday, but instead she’s in foster care, feeling more stuck 

and broken than ever.  

 

How It Feels to Fly by Kathryn Holmes 

For as long as Samantha can remember, she’s wanted to be a 

professional ballerina. She’s lived for perfect pirouettes, sky-

high extensions, and soaring leaps across the stage. Then her 

body betrayed her.  

 

Booked by Kwame Alexander 

Twelve-year-old Nick loves soccer and hates books, but soon 
learns the power of words as he wrestles with problems at 
home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his 
dreams. 

 

 

Samurai Rising by Pamela Turner 

This epic tale of warriors and bravery, rebellion and revenge, 

reads like a novel, but this is the true story of the greatest 

samurai in Japanese history.  

 

 

You Got This! by Maya S. Penn 

Girls rights activist, Maya Penn introduces her inspirational 

handbook for teens and young adults to help them discover 

their passions and maximize their full potential for a creative, 

successful life. 

Goldfish by Nat Luurtsema 

"I am Lou Brown: social outcast, precocious failure, 5'10" and still 

growing. I was on the fast track to the Olympic superstardom. Now, 

I'm training boys too cool to talk to me. In a sport I just made up. In a 

fish tank. My life has quickly become very weird.” 

 

The Gallery by Laura Marx Fitzgerald 

In 1929 New York City, twelve-year-old housemaid Martha O'Doyle 

suspects that a wealthy recluse may be trying to communicate with 

the outside world through the paintings on her gallery walls. 

 

Poisoned Blade by Kate Elliott  

(sequel to Court of Fives) 

Now a Challenger, Jessamy is moving up the ranks of the Fives--the 

complex athletic contest favored by the lowliest Commoners and the 

loftiest Patrons alike. Pitted against far more formidable adversaries, 

success is Jes's only option, as her prize money is essential to keeping 

her hidden family alive.  

All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook by Leslie Connor 

Eleven-year-old Perry was born and raised by his mom at the Blue 

River Co-ed Correctional Facility in tiny Surprise, Nebraska. His mom is 

a resident on Cell Block C, and so far Warden Daugherty has made it 

possible for them to be together. That is, until a new district attorney 

discovers the truth—and Perry is removed from the facility and forced 

into a foster home.  

 

When Friendship Followed Me Home by Paul Griffin 

Seventh-grader Ben, always an outsider, is led into a deep friendship 

with Halley, who is being treated for cancer, by the special dog he and 

his adoptive mother take in. 
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