
Ashes by Laurie Halse Anderson 

As the Revolutionary War rages on, Isabel and Curzon are 

reported as runaways, and the awful Bellingham is determined 

to track them down. With purpose and faith, Isabel and Curzon 

march on, fiercely determined to find Isabel's little sister Ruth, 

who is enslaved in a Southern state. 

 

The Best Man by Richard Peck 

Archer has four important role models in his life--his dad, his 

grandfather, his uncle Paul, and his favorite teacher, Mr. 

McLeod. When Uncle Paul and Mr. McLeod get married, Archer's 

sixth-grade year becomes one he'll never forget . 

The Bombs That Brought Us Together by Brian Conaghan 

This second book from the acclaimed author of When Mr. Dog 

Bites is powerful, warm, funny, and moving - the story of two 

friends, one shed, a war, and a terrible choice.  

The Bone Sparrow by Zana Fraillon 

Subhi's contained world as a refugee in an Australian permanent 

detention center rapidly expands when Jimmie arrives on the 

other side of the fence and asks him to read her late mother's 

stories to her. 

 

Cloud and Wallfish by Anne Nesbet 

Noah Keller has a pretty normal life until one wild afternoon 

when his parents pick him up from school and head straight for 

the airport, telling him on the ride that his name isn't really Noah 

and he didn't really just turn eleven in March ... As Noah, now 

'Jonah Brown,' and his parents head behind the Iron Curtain into 

East Berlin, the rules and secrets begin to pile up so quickly that 

he can hardly keep track of the questions bubbling up inside him: 

who, exactly, is listening--and why? 

Comics Confidential edited by Marcus Leonard 

Marcus turns his literary microscope to the world of comics, 

which has lately morphed and matured at a furious pace. 

Powerful influences from manga to the movies to underground 

comix have influenced the thirteen artists and writers 

interviewed in these pages to create their own word-and-picture 

narratives. 

 

The Door That Led to Where by Sally Gardner 

AJ Flynn has just failed all but one of his major exams, and at 

almost seventeen years old, he sees a future that’s far from rosy. 

When he finds a mysterious key at his new job at a London law 

firm, he and his scrappy friends begin a series of journeys to 

1830 where they discover a crime only they can solve.  

 

Every Falling Star by Sungju Lee 

This memoir tells the story of a boy named Sungju who grew up 

in North Korea and, at the age of twelve, was forced to live on 

the streets and fend for himself after his parents disappeared. 

Finally, after years of being homeless and living with a gang, 

Sungju is reunited with his maternal grandparents and, 

eventually, his father. 

 

Falling Over Sideways by Jordan Sonnenblick 

Harassed at her middle school, not taken seriously at home, and 

with a "perfect" older brother, Matthew, to live up to, thirteen-

year-old Claire has always felt like her life was cursed-- then one 

morning, when she and her beloved father are talking at 

breakfast, her father suddenly falls over with a stroke, and 

suddenly everything changes.  
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Flip the Bird by Kym Brunner 

In this fresh and funny YA novel, a teenage falconer in training 

runs up against trouble when he finds himself falling for a girl 

who is part of a radical animal rights group. 

 

 

Furthermore by Tahereh Mafi 

Twelve-year-old Alice Queensmeadow, with the help of her 

friend Oliver, travels through the dangerous, magical land of 

Furthermore in order to rescue her missing father and prove her 

own magical abilities. 

 

 

Garvey’s Choice by Nikki Grimes 

Garvey’s father has always wanted Garvey to be athletic, but 

Garvey is interested in astronomy, science fiction, reading—

anything but sports. When his only friend encourages him to join 

the school chorus, Garvey’s life changes forever. 

 

 

 

Ghost by Jason Reynolds 

Aspiring to be the fastest sprinter on an elite after-school track 

team, gifted runner Ghost finds his goal challenged by a tragic 

past with a violent father. 

 

 

 

Ghosts by Raina Telgemeier 

Catrina and her family have moved to the coast of Northern 

California for the sake of her little sister Maya, who has cystic 

fibrosis--and Cat is even less happy about the move when she's 

told that her new town is inhabited by ghosts, and Maya sets her 

heart on meeting one.  

 

 

Into the Lion’s Den by Linda Fairstein 

Twelve year old Devlin Quick is determined to bring a thief to 

justice when someone steals a page out of a rare maps book in 

the New York Public Library. 

 

 

 

Lodestar by Shannon Messenger 

Sophie Foster is back in the Lost Cities--but the Lost Cities have 

changed. The threat of war hangs heavy over her glittering 

world, and the Neverseen are wreaking havoc. The lines between 

friend and enemy have blurred, and Sophie is unsure whom to 

trust. But when she's warned that the people she loves most will 

be the next victims, she knows she has to act.  

 

 

The Hammer of Thor by Rick Riordan 

Thor's hammer is missing again. The thunder god has a 

disturbing habit of misplacing his weapon-- the mightiest force in 

the Nine Worlds. This time the hammer isn't just lost, it has 

fallen into enemy hands. If Magnus Chase and his friends can't 

retrieve the hammer quickly, the mortal worlds will be 

defenseless against an onslaught of giants.  
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Mighty Jack by Ben Hatke 

Jack dreads summer because his single mother has to work and 

leaves him at home with his boring little sister who is autistic. 

She doesn't talk at all. Ever. But one day while they are at a flea 

market, she does talk. She tells Jack to trade their mother's car 

for a box of mysterious seeds. It's the best mistake Jack has ever 

made!  

 

Moon Girl and Devil Dinosaur  

by Reeder, Montclare, & Bustos 

Lunella Lafayette is a preteen super genius who wants to change 

the world-but learns the hard way that it takes more than just 

big brains. Fearful of the monstrous inhuman genes inside her, 

life is turned upside down when a savage, red-scaled tyrant is 

teleported from prehistoric past to a far-flung future we call 

today. 

 

 

Nothing But Trouble by Jacqueline Davies 

Two smart girls in one small town use their combined genius to 

liven up their world--one prank at a time. 

 

 

 

Paths & Portals by Gene Luen Yang & Mike Holmes 

There's something lurking beneath the surface of Stately 

Academy--literally. In a secret underground classroom, Hopper, 

Eni, and Josh discover that the campus was once home to the 

Bee School, an institute where teachers, students, and robots 

worked together to unravel the mysteries of coding.  

 

Projekt 1065 by Alan Gratz 

It is 1943, and thirteen-year-old Michael O'Shaunessey, son of 

the Irish ambassador to Nazi Germany in Berlin, is also a spy for 

the British Secret Service. He has joined the Hitler Youth—and 

pretending that he agrees with their violence and book-burning 

is hard enough—but when he is asked to find out more about 

"Projekt 1065" both his and his parents' lives get a lot more 

dangerous.  

 

Saving Hamlet by Molly Booth 

Fifteen-year-old Emma is acting as stage manager for her school's 

production of Hamlet when she finds herself transported to the 

original staging of Hamlet in Shakespearean England. 

 

 

Shame the Stars by Guadalupe Garcia McCall 

In the midst of racial conflict and at the edges of a war at the 

Texas-Mexico border in 1915, Joaquin and Dulcena attempt to 

maintain a secret romance in this reimagining of Romeo and 

Juliet. 

 

 

Tales of the Peculiar by Ransom Riggs 

Riggs invites you to share his secrets of peculiar history, with a 

collection of original stories, as collected and annotated by 

Millard Nullings, ward of Miss Peregrine and scholar of all things 

peculiar.  
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Vietnam: A History of the War by Russell Freedman 

Newberry Medalist Russell Freedman provides a succinct 

account of perhaps the most puzzling and controversial of 

America's wars. Describing how a superpower caught up in the 

1950s cold war politics became increasingly enmeshed in a 

conflict over 8,000 miles away, he then explains why twenty 

years later an exit was so difficult. 

Volcanoes: Fire and Life by Jon Chad 

Get ready to explore the depths of the ocean, the farthest 

reaches of space, and everything in between! Volcanic eruptions, 

vampire bats, feathered velociraptors, and more await you in 

Science Comics. In a not-so-distant future our world is as cold as 

a frozen burrito. But can humanity save itself by harnessing a 

power that dwells inside the Earth?  

 

Watched by Marina Budhos 

Naeem is far from the “model teen.” Moving fast in his 

immigrant neighborhood in Queens is the only way he can 

outrun the eyes of his hardworking Bangladeshi parents and 

their gossipy neighbors. Even worse, they’re not the only ones 

watching. Cameras on poles. Mosques infiltrated. Everyone 

knows: Be careful what you say and who you say it to. Anyone 

might be a watcher.  

 

When the Sea Turned to Silver by Grace Lin 

Pinmei's gentle, loving grandmother always has the most 

exciting tales for her granddaughter and the other villagers. 

However, the peace is shattered one night when soldiers of the 

Emperor arrive and kidnap the storyteller. Everyone knows that 

the Emperor wants something called the Luminous Stone That 

Lights the Night. Determined to have her grandmother returned, 

Pinmei embarks on a journey to find the Luminous Stone 

alongside her friend Yishan, a mysterious boy who seems to have 

his own secrets to hide.  
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Trish Trash: Rollergirl of Mars by Jessica Abel 

200 years in the future, Trish "Trash" Nupindju lives on the newly 

inhabited Mars, where settlers survive under harsh conditions. 

Multiracial Trish feels trapped by her circumstances, and dreams 

of becoming a hoverderby star. When a half-dead Martian ap-

pears on her doorstep, Trish decides to help her rather than call-

ing the Guards.  

 

Ugly: A Memoir by Robert Hoge 

When Robert Hoge was born, he had a tumor the size of a tennis 

ball in the middle of his face and short, twisted legs. Surgeons 

removed the tumor and made him a new nose from one of his 

toes.  Amazingly, he survived—with a face that would never be 

the same.   

 

Uprooted: The Japanese American Experience During World 

War II by Albert Marrin 

Just seventy-five years ago, the American government did some-

thing that most would consider unthinkable today: it rounded up 

over 100,000 of its own citizens based on nothing more than 

their ancestry and, suspicious of their loyalty, kept them in con-

centration camps for the better part of four years.  Uprooted 

takes a close look at the history of racism in America and careful-

ly follows the treacherous path that led one of our nation’s most 

beloved presidents to make this decision.  

 

Varmints by Andy Hirsch 

While searching for their ma in the old West, Opie and Ned find a 

new mission when they get wind of their mysterious pa, the 

crime kingpin of the West.  


